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BY HIMSELF AND OUT OF CONTROL

Report by Arash Moussavian for KISS Army International

With his new band Criss, Peter Criss recently embarked on a
three month club tour of North America and Canada. Aside from
the few shows that Peter Criss performed as a member of The
Alliance, and the few showcases that he performed with Balls Of
Fire this tour marked the first actual tour that Peter Criss has
undertaken since the Dynasty Tour with KISS in 1979. The tour
commenced in Las Vegas, Nevada in April 1992 and conclude in
Reno, Nevada on July 11, 1992. By the time the band came to
Oakland, California to perform their second to last show at The
Real Rock on July 10, 1992, it was apparent that they were some-
what burnt out and tired.

The band arrived at the venue for soundcheck around 5:30,
and although the soundcheck was initially scheduled to end by
6:00, technical difficulties kept the band on stage until 7:30.
During this two hour period the tempers of the band members, crew
and technicians were put to the test. Peter Criss had a lot of
problems with his microphone which did not fit properly into its
clip, and was difficult to position properly atop his drum set.
After repeated attempts to fix the microphone Peter became aggra-
vated at the fact that no one seemed to be of any assistance.
As a result, he stated, "What the fuck am I going to sing
through, my ass, I need a mike!" I guess you can take a New
Yorker out of New York, but you cannot take the New York out of a
New Yorker.

While repeated attempts were made to fix the problem with
the microphone used for his vocals while behind his drum kit, the
mike continued to give him problems throughout the show. As a
matter of fact, Peter constantly expressed concern during sound-
check that he might get hit in the teeth with the unstably mount-
ed microphone. Well this turned into reality during one of the
last songs of the live performance. ‘

The turnout for the show was nearly a sell-out for the venue
with a capacity for five hundred Criss fanatics. Judging from
the broad age range of the fans who came to see Criss it was
apparent that the older aged group of fans had waited over twelve
years to Peter Criss perform live (i.e. since the Dynasty Tour),
while others were obviously too young to have ever seen Peter
perform live prior +to this tour. But just as the fanatical
following that KISS has achieved and sustained for nearly twenty
years and two generation spans, the same proved to be true for
Criss on this night.

The same way that the patience of the band members was
tested during an extremely long soundcheck, so was that of the
fans as they had to sit through four different local bands before
"The Cat" stalked the stage. The first band began their set at
9:10 and it was 12:30 when the fourth and final local band fin-
ished their set. Thus, Criss did not take the stage until 1:00
which is extremely late, even for a club show on the west coast.
The additional adjustments in the sound/PA system and Peter’s
microphone at the start of the band’s set tended to take away
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from the excitement of the fans who had waited so long to finally
see Criss perform live. But once the band started their set it
became apparent that it was well worth the wait. From the onset
" it was obvious that Peter’s five year search to recruit the right
musicians for his band was a success. The musicians chosen by
Peter for his new band consisted of Phil Anthony on lead vocals
and rhythm guitar, Ray Carrion on lead guitar and Montague on
bass.

The clothing worn by the band members was fairly straight-

forward and simple. Peter wore black leather pants and had no
shirt on. He still sported blonde-dyed hair which was fairly
long, and similar in length to that which he had during the
Dynasty Era. From a physical standpoint Peter appeared to be
very much in shape. Phil Anthony wore black leather pants and a
plain long-sleeve black shirt. Ray Carrion also wore black
leather pants along with a vest. Montague on the other hand was

dressed in black jeans which had some artwork on the left leg.
Montague’s tall frame was accentuated by large-heeled boots and a
bass with a rather long neck.

Based on the chemistry that existed between the band members
and the fact that they had thus far spent more than three months
on the road, the band was very tight, as tight as a rat’s ass for

that matter. Their performance was broken up into two parts with
the first part (1:00 - 2:00) consisting of a regular (electric)
performance, while the second part (2:05 - 2:20) was an acoustic

set composed of three songs. The band purposefully limited the
number of KISS songs they played in their set to three, and
instead focused on the songs they had written themselves as a
unit. The only KISS songs performed were: Nothin’ To Lose, Hard
Luck Woman and Beth; of which the latter two were played during
the acoustic part of the show.

The first hour’s performance was similar to the songs to
Peter’s second solo album, Let Me Rock You, in that it contained
fast-tempo rockers as well as a number of ballads. Although all
of the songs during the acoustic set were sung by Peter, the
majority of those during the regular set were sung by Phil with
Peter singing only two or three. While the fans were unfamiliar
with most of the songs performed it was apparent that they were
able to "lock into the groove" of the new songs. Aside from the
stated three KISS songs, the other standout tracks include: Love
For Sale, Bad People Burn In Hell and Bad Reputation; with the
latter dealing with Peter’s unfortunate hassles with Star maga-
zine. Peter dedicated Nothin’ To Lose to the memory of Eric Carr
and told the crowd that no matter how wealthy and famous a person
is none of his prized possessions, such as a Porsche or a piano,
are going to go down with him when it is time (to go).

The interesting thing to note about the show is that each of
the band members received an instrumental solo. First off was
that of Peter who performed a five minute drum solo. His solo
was performed flawlessly first with regular drumsticks and then
with mallets. Personally, Peter’s drum solo brought back fond

memories of his solo during 100,000 Years from the Alive! album.
Next up was Montague who ran through various scales and finger
techniques in centerstage. When the crowd response was not to

his pleasing Montague did not hesitate to get a rise out of the

29




crowd. Ray’s guitar solo was remarkable. Ray’s flashy and
lightning-fast technique consisted of abuse of the tremolo, and
one segment during which he got down on his knees and literally

"burned" in the same manner as Vinnie Vincent did on stage with
KISS. While on his knees he played a healthy set of notes using
his teeth to pick the strings. If Jimi Hendrix was alive he
would have been proud. As far as Phil is concerned, let’s Jjust
say that he proved his vocal skills and range throughout the
course of the show. Phil is a vocalist whose range spans from

the "Rob Halford highs and shrieks" to the "Ronnie James Dio
lows".

After the regular set concluded at 2:00 the band left the
stage, while the crew set up a stool centerstage for Peter and
three chairs and acoustic guitars for the others. The band
performed three acoustic numbers: By Myself, which is from
Peter’s first solo album, Out Of Control, as well as the KISS
classics Hard Luck Woman and Beth. Peter urged the crowd to join
in and sing along, and that is just what they did, especially
during the final two songs. By the look on Peter’s face it was
apparent that he loved the reaction and response he received from
his fans. The crowd’s participation during Beth was so loud that
it was quite difficult to hear Peter sing at certain points.
After concluding the show with Beth, Peter and the other band
members were presented with two dozen roses from the venue staff.
The band was touched and proceeded forth to hand out the roses to
the crowd.

A majority of the fans who showed up to see Criss had no

idea what to expect from Peter’s new band. This was especially
true for the younger fans who never saw Peter perform live with
KISS or as a solo artist. But judging from the band’s perform-

ance and the feedback that they received from the fans it 1is
obvious that Criss met and surpassed the crowd’s expectations.
The only thing that remains is for Criss to secure the opening
slot on a major tour. "The Cat" is definitely back and he is out
of control.
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